I lie ISirds observed {hiring two short visits to the Aroa Islands 


tiy Cj. C. Madoc, hi.]i,0.u. 

\ Fit'c rived Dca'tiriwr, I 


StrXr 255' i : v? M * hofl vWl ^ ^ ]d to the Aroa Islands. ,n ihc Mato** 
St^t^hy Messrs. ]^. G H. Allen. C. C. Mudoc urn! .1. accompanied by 


lorehicr Sew W: arrived at Uie Smith group exactly at dawn, After nearly four hours 
ashore on lokong Smibang {die mam islet of that group \ wc re-embarked, and then 
truihcd very dosdy around the remaining, islets and stacks of the group. Unfortunate^ 

v, .\i_tq ufKi U> visi. lokcng the isolated slack about El miles south south-west of 
me bourn Arons. 

We then sailed up to the Western group, which lies about 5 furlongs west of the 
ni am ishnd, FuEau Jemor, Here we landed on Fulau Lnbohan BIEek and Pulau Sara nr. 

tried the other small islands of this group from our boat. We did not 
iana on Palau jemor; but wc sailed very close under its precipitous southern and south- 
casaern sides. We left the Aroa Islands at about 5 p.m., passing dose to Batu Berlayar 
imd mtu Mandi, and satisfying ourselves that these iwo low rocks could not support a 
breeding population of birds. 

In msd-January of ihc lol In wing year we paid a second. verv similar, visit, This time 
Ur. B. D. Moles worth joined us, and Forester Sow was replaced by M a doc’s collector, 
C. lie Abdul Majid bin Long, We again made Jdr the South Arons, where we landed on 
Tukortg Sim bang two hutir.s before dawn,' anti found the mosq uitos very troublesome, 
hater in the morning a landing was made on one of the sheer stacks lying oil ibe island. 
Then wc visited Tokong. We circled this stack very closely, but we did not land as it was 
obvious that it could not support a resident bird population. 

On leaving Tokong wc sailed to the Western Arons, where we landed on Pulau 
Lnboban Bilek about midday. We remained on the island until -t p.m. r when wc left 
lor home. Hiis time we sailed closely around the western and northern shores of Pulau 
Jemor. 


The Southern Areas consist of three conical wooded islets and si* sheer stacks, 
Ihc main, islet is Tokong Simbang. On this islet it is possible to land in a calm sea from 
lS tlinghy over boulders. Tokong Simbang es t'ainy well wooded in places, the trees being 
mainly SUwfflera raptwuaii/, Marintla citrifniia, Eugenia spicatti. Hey ifwcnjphylia, 
f'kn.\ glabella, Ficus rctu.ya rmd Ficus diversijolia vnr ovvitluL In some areas the trees 
give way to dense Ohichmki linearis and Nephrolepis b/sci'rufcr, the ground ferns 
Dttvtritia deitiicuttite and Fohpodiiwi macrocliassutii festoon the sheer rocks to within 
^ ^ Ccl die tide-niark. The other two islets, which arc joined bv a reef visible at 
k.w tide, appear to have a similar vegetation. The almost barren off-lying stacks have u 
fairly strong growth til M&rimUi ciirifotic, 

A close examination of Tokong from the boat showed that it docs not support a 
vestige of vegetal inn. The strata arc tilted. nnd afford no ledges on which seabirds are 
likely to nest, though it is possible that a few turns may breed there. However, careful 
observation through powerful glasses in June (when (hey should h ave been present ) 
betrayed no birds around the rock, 
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The Western Arons .ire til unusual formation. I Iwy arc very steep-sided. with sheer 
dills in places. The tops are almost entirely llat. The inm, and antes are densely coy. ed • 
with WferHienAf Jftiwf* ami Hie sedges tartar palkscrm »«A Orrfrmn iron*. Al 
foot of the Mores, on the sandy hcadt -bow high-water mark. ,» die 
sheltered north-west aspects between the tides there are some quite large U«s.mclpduw 

rfmihmtb rrmifym. lie .v maa„i>MUi, TArrpwm *“*•"'« »W>- “ d ?*"» 

mangrove species such ns Khtoiphont cutijitHatu, K. nun-runout, Umimi.cni tUMna an 
Itrmi.im-a gymniirhiut. Ptiliiu Jcmftr is apparently sinulnr to the Western Areas in loti 

1 L1 r -1 [ I it" I :i't L- 1 ' 1-T L C 1 Robinson visited the Arnu Islands twice in 1906; once ill August 
and a gain in November. On each occasion he camped (or a tewdays oa Palau Jcmor. 
hut did hot land on any of die other islands. He approached Tokong m a boat, and 
tnvi that he saw many hundreds of Brown Boobies on the stack but was ptcvuuud 
from landing by the heavy surl I see Jttuni. Federal? d Malay Mates Mh\.> in, u 

Robinson's report, ami the observations of oilier ornithologists in^ the Straits of 
Malacca, suggest that .-into km;,goner pto tr« IHWrt . the Brewn Bmt^. and *<..»« 
AnOmlM tornsver I Hume), die Roseate Ton. probably breed 

was also thought likely that there is a breeding colons n. Ftr*nr« «>‘d R 
Gravl llw Least FrigJiiu-hird, on Tnkcmg Simhnng mcc Butt. Rail- MPfr - 3 ’ ' - J 
5_64)'. The main purpose of our two visits was to seek confirmation of these suptos 

‘“"’on neither of our two visits did tvs see a single Brown Booby or a single Roseate 
Tern. On both our visit., we found the Least Frigate-bird roosting.n fg 

in scores' bm they were not nesting. Clambering about one id the sheer stacks in iik 
S outhern Aroas, Dr. Moleswordi found a small number ol old nests fhesc were larg 
si ill l low depressions in the soil and rubbish caught up at the ang e between some tt 
mXand the rock front which they sprung. There was nothing Lo tridrcttic vsh.ri Istrcl 

had an oviduct egg and the two males had moderately extended gular poutl.es. one . c 
l C rr [here were nn indications of currcm ncst-bniidHig, , , . ; j- 

During his November visit Robinson coffccicd a large viutciv of niignm U - 

In „ S n Visit tic saw vert few Ami in June the only laud h.rtls recorded were a 
few sun birds on Pulau Sarar.g Lang-and these did not approach us 

identify tltcnt. In January, Mr. Wyatl-Smith saw a rad. bat could not .dent.ty 

specific;) Ry. 

Flic following birds were recorded during our two vasrtsi- 

Mnskcd Uouh} 1 . 

Suki ihctviiUtti* M-iosp. (-■ i 

F. H. Allen bad a Heeling glimpse of two birds in night oft the South A™as nit 


23 June. 

. t ^ t Least frigate Bird, 

ifrt fTnia a+ aficl (tir. IF ors)). 

\ June « approached die Southern grasp front the north Wn were 

alea^^ttS' ^ ^fw/hTwh^t* «•» ^ l ’ ut 


Musi. -7, l'JSft 
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- - ** — «., d «* 
Ambling ^ r " ? k0ne ? imban * about «•» a.m.. and ware 

low ovdrliadVUnX Jd In “"V <*> Frigatc-btrds Ifcu 

stacks (which we circled clowM Was ° n ^i^' n, T* f "“ a<ljDinin ‘5 
many signs of roosting, particularly in rV . n * i r ' '' r “ n ^' ?1El lElcrc ™ s 

m jMo*. or WiZm durij.t s rc vhi, '■'*• Wc ** 

WU* 'l ,e Somton *™«p the *>*,,, nspfe 

tJ j lie being about A «m On I U * h&11 vv * wtrc about 300 yds. disiant, the 
attracted,°by the smtnd't,?“^"a" COn ^ dctl ,i,: " *cy were disturbed, and 
three specimens were secured, The hir T J"j 0,ar ' Ve ru ’“ l at tIlcm several times, and 
gradually circled away to the nnrrti \v S •' ' 101 lll ,inr 10 rclurn to their roosts, liul 
over „,. Nearly ah of them earned T™* **\ ° f i "’"“ 1S0 birds passed 

the most westerly but one I -iter in prcupito “ s stacks - particularly from 

* 'r rrr *-*-■£ *As?stsr - ~ ** —■ 

she!I-less £ XThc'teS " ‘"T* ^ ,,io * ft ’ Dr ‘ ^oteworth found a 

■>vo males were htrelwed /n cal.t n" T Thr « uilr « 1* 

Museum, Singapore, were idcnlkd is **<*«**■ Specimens sent to Radies 

On neither' visit did we see 1 , f*** 0 "* arK ‘ Ceding plumage. 

Aroaa; and the ternfr ■*, r V/ ' n SalL-br.rd.x round Puluu Jemor and the Western 

both occasions^ ."wi s T " , V for >'* ***»* o' such birds On 

bees of Frigate-birds appeared from'di- C,l . ,L ’ r . ,la: evttn,n f- considerable nstm- 

t -:f F;^ P - ^™ 

direction, and „ lhc evenim-lh^ x 't'TJ.T T &UIil Ara “ ™ » northerly 

conclude that the feeding-grounds of this A ' '" C S< ' U ' h ArTOS fronl U ' L- n,,rih - ' vc 
Aron group. ‘ 8 01 Lhl> c,1,un > m somewhere to the north of the 

DuniigreUa, sacra (GtJici j. 

*pup ™ n - i mm mm m ^ 

E .ou,„ ^ - - 

low tt^a^^teidl ani^iilf 7*** S' '*’***' Molcwonh <”»* mwl shal- 

and the rocks from wi£h ZVipmntlM Z^, "** « ,Me ‘™»k» 

species. Madoc has found sini'il J n.-f » i osstlilc that some were the nests of litis 

eics—on islets in Ihe Cn l' iT : nfe “-P» iav “'>- ‘^ntilicd as belonging to this spe 
ncstiniisites ° f ^ WhCrc " u ™' -vices allorjeU more typical 

Haiiisctus leucoguster (CuteL). Whtte-Bullied Sea-Faele 

,, ^ ™ CilSil,nS l ™ birds u! were noted on Tokong Simbang On 

- .. mi.,r> wc s.nt a pair til these birds on an islet to the east of Palau Jentor thev 
vaie perching dose to tin enomKHi, stick nest in a fjHrJy small tree. 
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fakd peregttmis ca lidus Latham. Peregrine Pakon. 

Ar the Finuth Aruas in January wc saw a bird of this species attack a Sea-Eagle 
which wav perching on Lop of one of the stacks. An hour inter wc saw a Peregrine— 
probably the same individual—perching nn ?bc very lop of Tokong, the only birti that 
we saw on ihe stack. 

Sltrm;i s, sumatrona Rallies. BJack-Nuped Tern. 

On 23 June we saw ;> lew oi these Eiirds on the hare stack in the Western 
group called Tokutig Si-poching (=■ Tokong Si-Puchong ?) on the Admiralty Chart. 
1 here were also Iwo or three pairs hanging nround a rock at the entrance to the deep 
cove n f Pulau Labohnn Rilek. As we departed wc saw a snail number of birds grouped 
together on the steep brows above the elilTs al ihe soullicrn end of PuJillj Jcnior, We did 
not land at any of these three plages, so we do nnt know whether or not S. rumalrctna 
was actually (testing in the group 

Sterna 3* iinjclhettiv Seopoji. Bridled Tern. 

At ihe lime of our June vis.il :ids species was breeding in ere.;! numbers on Tokong 
Siniinmg, and apparently on alt the slacks of Lire Southern group. We estimated that 
tliere were as many as one thousand pairs We landed only on Tokong Sim bang. There 
v * hmnd that racist of the eggs were very cloudy concealed- fa M a (Joe’s experience they 
weje even belter hidden iban those on Palau -Scpoi in tlte Tinman group. Sonic were in 
■crevices nT ihe ruck a few feel above I be high-tide mark. Hut many olhcrs were laid on 

■ Jie earth lUii-ongst ihc roots cii ihe dense curium ot DaVfiflui fit'itiimiahi ;l ri l! PwtrpoLlitifii 

iniH rorhuxmttun ferns draping the almost vertical north Face of the islet 

* here were also large numbers of tEtis tern oit Tuktmg Si-poching We did uol land 
on thill bare slack. buL we have nn douEit lhat the birds were breeding. 

Due id a hi color (Sen pn lib. Pied Imperial Pigeon. 

On both visits ti few birds were seen in the trees on the slopes oi Tokong Sim bang 

Mudynamys ^culopacca siibsp. KocL 

A pair of these thirds was seen on Toko no Sim bang on E2 January. 

Tcrsiphuru. 1 naradisi subsp. Paradise H Eye ate her. 

On ihe morning of 12 January :m adult mule in the chestnut phase of 

plumage was seen, it came in from Ihe south, dying low ovm the waler: it may have 

come from I tic adjoining islet only a quarter of ,j miJc away. 


Conclusion# 

Having inspected Tokens: at close range and under ideal conditions, wc all are 
convinced tEiat this stack does not, a ad could not. support :i breeding colony of Suk 
tetun^aster. The steep surfaces allonl no ledges, crevices or boulders on which Lbe birds 
might lay their eggs. Equally, we arc convinced tii.il there is not a colony in any other 
pari oF Ibc Aroa group On two visiis, almost exactly six months apart, we saw not a 
single bird of til is species. Our experience is thus in striking contrast U: dial e: the lute 
H. C. Robinson Hoc, df., xuprti). 
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Above: The Southern Aroas, looking east towards Tokong Burong (left, background). Below: 
Tokong, the isolated stack one-and-a-half miles south of the Southern Aroas, viewed from the south, 

(G. C. Madoc). 














View from the summit of Pulau Labohan Biiek in the Western Aroas, looking east to the main island. Pulau Jemor 
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